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Macomb Orchard Trail News 
Summer July, 2008 
Published By: Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail  
 
Changes:  The greatest change taking place on the trail right now is the bridge 
over the M 53 Expressway.  It is on schedule with the Romeo side of the 
approach standing.  The first beams are over the south bound side.  You can sneak a peek driving 
down the expressway.  The trail is closed north of 32 Mile Rd. due to heavy construction equipment. 
 
Brush-hogging has just been completed on the section from 29 Mile Rd. to 32 Mile Rd.  It still needs 
a lot of TLC with chain saws.  This could be a good location for FMOT (Friends of Macomb Orchard 
Trail) clean up.  The section from the City of Richmond to Powell Rd. will be brush hogged shortly. 
 

   
 
We now have two Pit toilets added to the trail.  The first is just south of 24 Mile Rd.  There is no plan 
for parking at this location.  There is an information kiosk next to the Pit Toilet.  The second Pit 
Toilet is located on Armada Ridge road near 33 Mile Rd.; between Armada and Richmond.  For the 
regular travelers, this is near Strykers Entertainment Center.  This location also includes multiple 
parking spots. 
 
The gravel section of the trail will be addressed by the new architectural firm hired by Macomb 
Orchard Trail Commission (MOTC).  Hopefully, this architect will know enough to use the fine 
grade limestone this time.  Nothing has detracted from the trail development more than the poor 
surface on this section of the trail. 
 
Sign boards for display in the kiosk and handout maps are in the printing stage.  They should be 
available mid-August.  Check the boxes at the trailhead. The numbers being printed are low due to 
the Clinton River Bridge and the M53 Bridge construction. 
 
ITC (International Transmission Company)) is providing shorter growing trees for the trail.  They did 
an extreme cutting from 24 Mile Rd. to 25 Mile Rd.  Some assistance is to go to homeowners who 
lost their trees. 
 
The Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail is ordering bike racks for the trail.  The placement will be 
reviewed with MOTC for final approval. 
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One other topic that MOTC is contemplating is having citizens adopt a mile of trail.  This will help 
with normal trash pickup, Call in for necessary maintenance (Macomb County Parks & Recreation: 
586- 979-7010 ext 2), and provide eyes & ears for the Sherriff department.  When the details are 
worked out we will publish an application for all to see. 
David Rumohr – Trustee FMOT 
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Representatives Andy Coulouris (D-Saginaw) and David 
Palsrok (R-Manistee) on June 29 introduced House Bills 
6299 and 6300, which enhance penalties for moving 
violations causing physical injury or death to bicyclists and 
other vulnerable roadway users.  
 
Senator Tom George (R-Kalamazoo) has committed to 
introduce Senate companion bills with the same language. 
(Bookmark this page for future information, including 
Senate bill numbers and co-sponsors.)  
 
A teen on a bike deserves the same protection as one 
driving a tractor. �#���
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(1) A “VULNERABLE ROADWAY USER” IS DEFINED 
AS A PEDESTRIAN OR A PERSON OPERATING A 
NONMOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION DEVICE 
(INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO A BICYCLE).  
 
(2) A PERSON WHO COMMITS A MOVING 
VIOLATION AND AS A RESULT CAUSES INJURY TO 
A VULNERABLE ROADWAY USER ON A HIGHWAY 
WHO IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS ACT IS 
GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLE BY 
IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 1 YEAR OR 
A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $1,000.00, OR BOTH.  
 
(3) A PERSON WHO COMMITS A MOVING 
VIOLATION AND AS A RESULT CAUSES DEATH TO 
A VULNERABLE ROADWAY USER ON A HIGHWAY 
WHO IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS ACT IS 
GUILTY OF A FELONY PUNISHABLE BY 
IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 15 YEARS 
OR A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $7,500.00, OR 
BOTH. 
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 (HB 6299) 
(HB 6300) 
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����1  A sample letter is reproduced below, as is a link to 
find your Representative. Also, please make sure to thank 
your legislator if he/she is sponsoring or co-sponsoring one 

of these bills, or commits to voting for it. Copy LMB with 
any letter of support you receive.  
 
,������
��
��
��
���
,
(��
��
���   
Andy Coulouris (primary HB 6300)  
David Palsrok (primary HB 6299)  
George Cushingberry, Jr. (D-Detroit)  
Marie Donigan (D-Royal Oak)  
Bill Huizenga (R-Zeeland)  
Joe Hune (R-Hamburg)  
Robert Jones (D-Kalamazoo)  
Richard LeBlanc (D-Westland)  
Gabe Leland (D-Detroit)  
Mark Meadows (D-E. Lansing)  
Andy Meisner (D-Ferndale)  
Fred Miller (D-Mount Clemens)  
Rebekah Warren (D-Ann Arbor)  
 
HB 6300 & 6299 have been referred to the House 
Transportation Committee. Constituent letters to 
Committee members are especially important right now.  
 
Transportation Committee Members: 
Hoon-Yung Hopgood, Committee Chair, (D-Westlake, 
Taylor) 
Martin J. Griffin (D), Majority Vice-Chair, 64th District 
Frank Accavitti Jr. (D-South Park, Eastpointe) 
Steve Bieda (D-Warren) 
Marie Donigan (D-Royal Oak) * 
Kate Ebli (D-Monroe) 
Gabe Leland (D-Detroit) * 
Jeff Mayes (D-Bay City) 
Fred Miller (D-Mount Clemens) * 
Coleman A. Young II (D-Detroit) 
Philip LaJoy, Minority Vice-Chair (R-Canton) 
Tom Casperson (R-Escanaba) 
Neal Nitz (R-Baroda) 
Phil Pavlov (R-St Clair Township) 
Tom Pearce (R-Rockford) 
John Stahl (R-North Branch) 
Marty Knollenberg (R-Troy) 
 
* Committee members already co-sponsoring HB 6300 & 
629 
 
> Find your Legislator and their address 
 
SAMPLE LETTER: 
The Honorable ________________________  
 
[Address] 
 
[Date] 
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Dear [Representative] _____________________, 
 
As a citizen of your district, I urge you to support HB 6299 
and 6300, which enhance penalties for moving violations 
causing physical injury or death to bicyclists and other 
vulnerable roadway users.  These bills will make the 
penalties for injuring or killing a bicyclist the same as those 
enacted in 2001 for drivers who injure or kill people 
operating (typically slow-moving) farm vehicles. 
Rising energy prices and concerns about health, fitness and 
the environment have put more people on bicycles and 
more bikes on the road. They must no longer be treated as 
eccentrics, annoyances to drivers, or second-class citizens. 
They are our brothers and sisters, our parents and our 
children. More and more, people will need to use bikes to 
get from home to school and work. They are entitled to safe 
use of Michigan roads. They too deserve a “brake.” 
A driver convicted of seriously injuring or killing a 
bicyclist can serve as little as days or months. Too many 
motorists consider cyclists “fair game” for intimidation, 
harassment, endangerment and outright vehicular assault. 
This bill will give judges and prosecutors more tools for 
controlling aggressive or reckless drivers. Specific 
penalties for injuring or killing a bicyclist will deter drivers 
from endangering bicyclists and other vulnerable roadway 
users. 
Thank you for seriously considering this issue. Please tell 
me that you will support HB 6299 and 6300 to save lives. I 
look forward to your reply. 
Sincerely, 

[Your Name, 
 
Your Address, 
 
Your Telephone #] 
 

 
Give Michigan Road Cyclists a Brake  
The League of Michigan Bicyclists asks the Governor and 
Michigan Legislature to:  
• Enact the same penalties for any traffic violator who 
commits a moving violation that injures or kills a bicyclist 
as for injuring or killing a farm-vehicle operator: 
Imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not 
more than $1,000.00, or both, for injuring a bicyclist (a 
misdemeanor). Imprisonment for not more than 15 years or 
a fine of not more than $7,500.00, or both for killing a 
bicyclist (a felony).  
 
• Make “Safe Routes to School” more than a slogan by 
making it clear that it is not acceptable to injure or kill a 
student — or any bicyclist.  
 
The penalties in this proposed legislation give prosecutors 
and judges additional flexibility in charging and punishing 
offenders. They are consistent with those established by 
Public Act No. 103, Public Acts of 2001, for drivers who 
injure or kill a farm-vehicle operator.

 
Stop the Raid on Act 51 Non-motorized Funding 
The League of Michigan Bicyclists asks the Governor and 
Michigan Legislature to:  
• Stop all attempts, by whatever means, to divert mandated 
1% non-motorized funding.  
• Reaffirm Michigan’s thirty-year-old commitment to 
mandate 1% of the Michigan Transportation fund to non-
motorized transportation.  
• If possible, increase funding for these most energy-
efficient of all transportation modes as ways to cut 
Michigan’s and America’s “oil addiction.”  
 
 

 

Complete the Streets 
The League of Michigan Bicyclists asks the State of 
Michigan to:  
• Require the State roadway system to accommodate safely 
all users of the public right-of-way, including pedestrians, 
people requiring mobility aids, bicyclists, and drivers and 
passengers of transit vehicles, trucks, automobiles and 
motorized cycles.  
 
• Require all MDOT employees involved in planning, 
design, construction, maintenance and operation of the 
State transportation system fully consider the needs of non-
motorized travelers.  
 
• Require all recipients of Act 51 Funds to adhere to the 
state’s “Complete Streets” (see first bullet, above).  

�
The U.S. Conference of Mayors has adopted a resolution that bicycling should be integrated 
into the country’s transportation, climate, and energy and health policy initiatives.  The 
resolution provides solid reasons why cities should support cycling  Two examples:”… bicycle 
commuters annually save on average $1,825 in auto-related costs; reduce their carbon emissions 
by 128 pounds, conserve 145 gallons of gasoline, and avoid 50 hours of gridlock traffic.  10% of 
global oil production goes solely toward fueling America’s cars and trucks, and the U.S. could 
save 462 millions of gallons of gasoline a year by increasing cycling from 1% to 1.5% of all 
trips.  The entire document is on the League of American Bicyclists web site www.lmb.org. 
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In case you missed it in the fall of 2007 we published a bit of our trail history.  
Here is a repeat of it and a continuation.  Our thanks to Trustee Richard 
Platz. 
 
Rail Trails – A bit of history   
The Macomb Orchard Trail was originally a "railroad trail" owned by   Michigan Central Railroad, then Grand 
Trunk Railroad, and finally Canadian National Railroad.   It was the Michigan Airline Railroad. 
An air line railroad was a railroad that was relatively flat and straight, choosing a shorter route over an easier 
route.  In their heyday,  prior to aviation,  they were simply referred to as "air lines" 
Webster's 1913 dictionary gives the definition "Air line, a straight line; a bee line.  There were over 50 "air 
line" railroads in the country. 
The Michigan Air-Line Railroad was a planned railroad across southern Michigan, connecting the Canada 
Southern Railway to Chicago. Illinois.  Only part of the line was built, and it was split between the Michigan 
Central Railroad (part of the New York Central Railroad, which also acquired the Canada Southern Railroad) 
and the Grand Trunk Railway.  The Grand Trunk Railway was chartered in Michigan and Indiana, and the 
Canada Southern Railway merged with the Grand Trunk in 1868 to form the Michigan Air-Line Railroad.  The 
Air-Line planned to form a continuous line from Buffalo, New York west to Chicago, Illinois, via a train ferry 
across the St. Clair River. In 1871 the line was planned to be part of a longer Portland, Rutland, Oswego and 
Chicago Railroad, but the plan fell through.  The main line was completed in February 1871 from Niles east to 
Jackson and from Romeo east to Richmond and was leased to the Michigan Central Railroad (as a shorter 
route to Chicago).  The Michigan Midland and Canada Railway was chartered in 1872 to continue east from 
Richmond to the St. Clair River and opened in 1873, but due to financial problems, the part between Jackson 
and Romeo was not built.  The east part of the railroad, from Romeo to Richmond was split off on October 2, 
1872 as the St. Clair and Chicago Air Line Railroad.  The company went bankrupt in 1873, and on November 
18, 1875 it was sold at foreclosure and reorganized as the Michigan Air Line Railway.  That company made 
arrangements for operations by the Grand Trunk Railway (which passed through Richmond).  On January 1, 
1881, the Grand Trunk leased the company, and the line was finished west to Jackson on September 1, 1884. 
All of the line was abandoned except for the Richmond to St. Clair River section and the Wixom to West 
Bloomfield section.  (to be continued) 
                          Rich Platz            
 
 Rail Trails cont. 
  
The route, from Richmond, through Armada and Pontiac and on to Jackson, was planned as part of 
the Michigan Air Line Railroad.  Organizers hoped to build a railroad line all the way to Chicago 
(some hundreds of miles west) and lease or sell it to the Grand Trunk of Canada.  This Air Line 
would have attached to the railroad running east to Port Huron and then by railroad ferry across the 
St. Clair River into Canada and on to Buffalo, New York and the east coast.  Rails were laid from 
Richmond to Romeo in 1869. 
  
But before this idea got too far, the New York Central Railroad bought out the local owners.  
Effective February 1871, the Michigan Air Line was leased for 999 years to the Michigan Central, 
The part of the Air Line between Jackson and Niles was completed in 1871,  but was NOT to become 
competition for the NYC line to Chicago.  The route east of Jackson had not been built, leaving the 
tracks between Richmond and Romeo an isolated, dead end branch line, carrying local 
supplies, passengers and agricultural products. The tracks did not even connect to any Michigan 
Central tracks.  The railway was spun-off as a separate railroad and allowed to go bankrupt.  It was 
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bought at foreclosure by the Michigan Airline Railway, which was controlled by the Grand Trunk.  
The line was extended slowly, reaching Jackson in 1884. 
  
From 1925 to 1953, passengers could travel the Air Line to Jackson or Richmond on a one-car self-
propelled "Doodlebug".  I remember seeing one of these as a young boy being taken for a Sunday 
afternoon car ride along the Detroit to Port Huron Gratiot Ave.  I thought it looked so "cool".  Almost 
as "cool" as the electric street car that took my grandma and me,  from Gratiot and 7 Mile Road to 
downtown Detroit - but that is another story.  
  
In 1954, train passenger service was discontinued, and a few years later, the mail train was also 
discontinued, leaving the trains to carry freight and compete with the highway trucks........to be 
continued.  
Richard Platz- Trustee/Historian FMOT 
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Chairman:    Dennis Tipsword   Director:   Richard Platz 
Phone:   586-749-9153    Phone  586-727-4246 
E-Mail: Tipsword@wwnet.net   E-Mail: rbplatz@comcast.net 
 
 
Vice-Chairman: John Tarantino   Director:  Dave Rumohr 
Phone:  586-850-2485    Phone:  586-468-8781 
E-Mail: redtandom@yahoo.com  E-Mail: dwrumohr@wowway.com 
 
 
Secretary: Christine Hamilton   Director:  Marty Osborne 
Phone:  586-489-7693    Phone:  586-749-6952 
E-Mail: chbirie@comcast.net   E-Mail: aozzie@yahoo.com 
 
 
Treasurer: Chuck Mabley    Newsletter Editor:  Lee Rumohr 
Phone:  586-727-9874    Phone:  586-468-8781 
E-Mail: charlesmab@comcast.net  E-Mail  fmot-editor@hotmail.com 
Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail meeting dates are on 4th Tuesday of the month. Check the 
web site www.orchardtrail.org to make sure of meeting time and location, in the summer we may 
meet on the trail.  
The Macomb Orchard Trail Commission meets 8:30 am on the 4th Tues of the month. 
http://www.macomborchardtrail.com   Check the web site to confirm meeting days and locations. 
 
Call  Macomb County Parks & Recreation: 586- 979-7010 ext 2 to ask or report about the trail. 
 



 6 

Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail 
   PO BOX 385 
   Richmond, MI 48062-0385 
   www.orchardtrail.org 
   orchardtrail@yahoogroups.com 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Membership Form 
Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail membership expires in January 
Please renew now if you have not done so this year. 

 
One year membership $10., families included 
�  New Member 
�  Renewal 
 
Name____________________________ Telephone_________________ 
 
Address: _________________________ E-Mail____________________ 
 
City:_____________________________ Additional Family member names and e-

mail___________ 
State: _______    Zip Code:___________ __________________________ 
 __________________________ 
Make check payable to and mail to Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail,  
PO Box 385, Richmond, MI 48062.  Or bring to membership meeting. 


