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Macomb Orchard Trail News 
                                           Fall 2007 
         Published By: Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail  
 

CITY OF RICHMOND 
TRAIL HEAD DEDICATION 

 

 
Jon Moore, City Manager for Richmond kicked off the opening ceremonies on 
August 24th, 2007.  Jon introduced the primary contractors W.C.I. and the 
architect, Wade & Trim.  This was followed by the city council and Chuck Mabely 
for his financial leadership. 
 
Our Macomb Orchard Trail Commission (MOTC) members; Don Brown, Gary 
Kirsh, Joe Youngblood, Troy Jeskie and Jill Smith.  Anthony Cassantas, Macomb 
Parks and Recreation Director was mentioned for his extensive work. 
 
Jon than introduced City of Richmond, Mayor Tim Rix for additional trail news.  
Tim commented of the great access for the trail into the heart of the city.  Tim did 
the first wedding on the trail July 7th, 2007 in the Gazebo.  This was not an 
expected use for the trail.  It just shows what a great job was done on the Gazebo 
and Trail Head grounds. 
 
Special thanks went out again for Dave Newman, Wade & Trim; Chuck Mabely 
for financial direction, Don Brown for the political support.  Our newsletter 
(FMOT) was mentioned for the continuous updates on trail activities. 
 
Additional thanks went to MDOT for the guidance on road requirements.  Macomb 
County Board of Commissioners for taking charge and backing this project. 
 
The Trust for Public Land Development provided the initial funding for the 
abandoned railroad right-of-way. 
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Tim Ritz then turned the mike over to State Representative Candice Miller. 
She obtained $3.7 million in Grant monies to start the trail project. She commented 
on the quality of life and fitness issues to be gained from the trail.  Mrs. Miller was 
a former Harrison Township Supervisor and was very instrumental in developing 
the Freedom Trail for which some of the initial funds were pulled from the General 
Fund.  Eventually the Trail was included in the Master Plan for direct funding. 
 
The speeches were completed and followed with photos at the Gazebo and Trail 
Head locations.  Planned hikes on the trail were curtailed due to approaching 
thunder storms which held off just long enough for us to complete the dedication 
ceremony.  Refreshment were served and socializing completed the day. 
 
      David W. Rumohr 
      Director FMOT 
 
Macomb Orchard Trail Frequently asked questions 
 
Is the trail open ? 
- No.  In August the City of Richmond had an official opening of their trailhead 
park, along with a ribbon cutting ceremony for the trail itself, but it is not officially 
open yet. 
 
Who owns the trail ? 
-  Public funding was used to purchase the trail, so it is will be available for public 
use.   
- The Macomb Orchard Trail Commission (MOTC) is charged with acquiring, 
converting, and maintaining the nearly 24 mile trail.  Current members of the 
MOTC are: Macomb County, Huron Clinton Metroparks, Shelby Twp, 
Washington Twp, City of Richmond.  They conduct monthly, public meetings. 
- The Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail (FMOT) are a volunteer organization 
who promote awareness and support for the trail.  Their website is   
www.orchardtrail.org. 
 
When will the trail in Armada be paved with asphalt? 
- There are no plans to pave the Armada portion of the trail.  Asphalt paving has 
been implemented by member communities of the MOTC using community funds 
(as well as grants, matching funds, etc). 
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- note:  the gravel in place today is a topic of discussion (needs to be replaced) and 
is NOT the final solution.  It will be crushed limestone similar to the Paint Creek 
trail. 
 
Are horses allowed on the trail ? 
The original plan called for a second trail running parallel to the Orchard Trail in 
Armada for equestrian use.    This was not implemented due to lack of resources.  
The trail is primarily hike and bike. 
 
Who do I call if I see vandalism / unauthorized vehicles? 
- Call the Macomb County Sheriff, they also will patrol the trail when opened. 
 
Al Goetzinger  
 
 
Rail Trails – A bit of history 
  
The Macomb Orchard Trail was 
originally a "railroad trail" owned by 
  Michigan Central Railroad, then 
Grand Trunk Railroad, and finally 
Canadian National Railroad.   It was 
the Michigan Airline Railroad. 
An air line railroad was a railroad that 
was relatively flat and straight, 
choosing a shorter route over an 
easier route.  In their heyday,  prior to 
aviation,  they were simply referred to 
as "air lines" 
Webster's 1913 dictionary gives the 
definition "Air line, a straight line; a 
bee line.  There were over 50 "air 
line" railroads in the country. 
The Michigan Air-Line Railroad 
was a planned railroad across 
southern Michigan, connecting the 
Canada Southern Railway to Chicago. 
Illinois.  Only part of the line was 
built, and it was split between the 
Michigan Central Railroad (part of the 

New York Central Railroad, which 
also acquired the Canada Southern 
Railroad) and the Grand Trunk 
Railway.  The Grand Trunk Railway 
was chartered in Michigan and 
Indiana, and the Canada Southern 
Railway merged with the Grand 
Trunk in 1868 to form the Michigan 
Air-Line Railroad.  The Air-Line 
planned to form a continuous line 
from Buffalo, New York west to 
Chicago, Illinois, via a train ferry 
across the St. Clair River. In 1871 the 
line was planned to be part of a longer 
Portland, Rutland, Oswego and 
Chicago Railroad, but the plan fell 
through.  The main line was 
completed in February 1871 from 
Niles east to Jackson and from Romeo 
east to Richmond and was leased to 
the Michigan Central Railroad (as a 
shorter route to Chicago).  The 
Michigan Midland and Canada 
Railway was chartered in 1872 to 
continue east from Richmond to the 
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St. Clair River and opened in 1873, 
but due to financial problems, the part 
between Jackson and Romeo was not 
built.  The east part of the railroad, 
from Romeo to Richmond was split 
off on October 2, 1872 as the St. Clair 
and Chicago Air Line Railroad.  The 
company went bankrupt in 1873, and 
on November 18, 1875 it was sold at 
foreclosure and reorganized as the 
Michigan Air Line Railway.  That 
company made arrangements for 

operations by the Grand Trunk 
Railway (which passed through 
Richmond).  On January 1, 1881, the 
Grand Trunk leased the company, and 
the line was finished west to Jackson 
on September 1, 1884. 
All of the line was abandoned except 
for the Richmond to St. Clair River 
section and the Wixom to West 
Bloomfield section.  (to be continued) 
  
 Rich Platz            

 
Covered Bridge Project – Status Report (Oct. 2007) 
By Neil Kocsis 
 
One last sticking point seems to be the engineering ok on the steel plates used to tie all 
the beams together. AEW Engineering isn’t an expert in this area, so I asked the 
Macomb County Road Commission if they could perform this task. They said no, but 
did provide a detailed review of the design and noted that standard Simpson steel ties 
could be used in most cases if we specified the correct type of lumber. I have to review 
this and talk to AEW to see if this solves the engineering problem. Also, we received 
the materials list from Lombardo and I did a very rough cost estimate and it looks like 
$10,000 to $15,000 for materials. So, to move this along, I plan on seeing if the 
newspapers can help us in an effort to seek monetary donations to get this project 
done.  
 
Leave No Trace 
By Neil Kocsis 
 
Last Sunday, I rode the Paint Creek Trail from Rochester to Lake Orion. It was quite 
busy, but I noticed more than a few plastic bottles, cans, paper and plastic bags and 
both dog and horse poop along the trail. I don’t mean to say that the trail was a mess, 
but it sure wasn’t spotless. My point is this: If you’re reading this, you’re one of the 
early, core supporters of the Macomb Orchard Trail. And that makes you a leader. 
You’re likely a member of at least one group or club so I’m asking you to tell everyone 
you know that it’s their responsibility to insure that they leave nothing on the trail. I.e. 
Leave No Trace!  
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Our secretary Christine and her husband Nathan would like to introduce their son 
Owen Douglas Hamilton.  Owen is already a multiple time user of the Macomb 
Orchard Trail.  From the looks of his smile he thinks it’s a good thing. 
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Chairman:    Dennis Tipsword   Director:   Richard Platz 
Phone:   586-749-9153    Phone  586-727-4246 
E-Mail: Tipsword@wwnet.net   E-Mail: rbplatz@comcast.net 
 
 
Vice-Chairman: John Tarantino   Director:  Dave Rumohr 
Phone:  586-850-2485    Phone:  586-468-8781 
E-Mail: redtandom@yahoo.com  E-Mail: dwrumohr@comcast.net 
 
 
Secretary: Christine Hamilton   Director:  Marty Osborne 
Phone:  586-489-7693    Phone:  586-749-6952 
E-Mail: chbirie@comcast.net   E-Mail: aozzie@yahoo.com 
 
 
Treasurer: Chuck Mabley    Newsletter Editor:  Lee Rumohr 
Phone:  586-727-9874    Phone:  586-468-8781 
E-Mail: charlesmab@comcast.net  E-Mail  fmot-editor@hotmail.com 
 
 
Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail meeting dates are on 4th Tuesday of the month.  
7:00 PM at Camp Rotary building on 29 Mile Rd east of Wolcott Rd.  
 
The Macomb Orchard Trail commission meets there at 10:30 am on the 4th Tues of the month. 
http://www.macomborchardtrail.com  There will be a special meeting on the 30th of Oct. at 10:30 am. 
  
Call 
Macomb County Parks & Recreation: 586- 979-7010 ext 2 to ask or report about the trail. 
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Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail 
PO BOX 385 
Richmond, MI 48062-0385 

www.orchardtrail.org 
orchardtrail@yahoogroups.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Membership Form 
Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail membership expires in January 
Please renew now if you have not done so this year. 

 
One year membership $10.,families included 
�  New Member 
�  Renewal 
 
Name____________________________ Telephone_________________ 
 
Address: _________________________ E-Mail____________________ 
 
City:_____________________________ Additional Family member  names and e-

mail___________ 
State: _______    Zip Code:___________ __________________________ 
 __________________________ 
Make check payable to and mail to Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail,  
PO Box 385, Richmond, MI 48062.  Or bring to membership meeting. 


