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Published By: Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail  

The Covered Bridge Project  
By Neil Kocsis 
As of the last newsletter (Spring 2005) Anthony 
Lombardo, of Lombardo Homes agreed to volunteer his 
time, an architect (Robert Lipka, of Robert Lipka 
Architects) and several carpenters to direct the volunteers 
to insure that the bridge is built correctly.   
 
Status Update: In discussions with Anthony and Robert, it 
was determined that we also needed a structural engineer 
to insure that the covered bridge structure would handle 
wind loads, etc.  Lyle Winn of Anderson, Eckstein & 
Westrick, an engineering firm in Shelby Township saw our 
article in the Romeo Observer and volunteered to assist 
with the structural engineering. By the end of the summer, 

Lyle had completed the engineering drawings and 
forwarded them on to Anthony.  Because the engineering 
drawings only show the main supports required for the 
structure, Robert Lipka is now adding the side facing to the 
structure to make it look like a covered bridge. This 
completed drawing must then be reviewed and approved 
by the engineering firm before it's submitted to the 
township building commission for approval. Hopefully, 
next spring we'll be pounding nails! 
 
See drawings page 3 of this newsletter

A Trail Map Is Now Available On-Line
We've created a printable trail map for Phase I of the trail (Dequindre to 29 Mile Rd.). It shows the trail, major streets, mileages 
and locations of some of the amenities along the trail.  Go to www.orchardtrail.org to print your copy. 

Friends Board Elections 
The election for some members of the Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail Board of Directors is in January.  
 
With the development of the next sections of the trail from Washington Twp to Romeo, Armada and Richmond, this is an 
important time for the Friends group. We could use new volunteers who want to serve on the board. If you want to serve on the 
board, contact the secretary or any board member to get your name on the ballot.  
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Chairman: Dennis Tipsword 
phone:  586-749-9153 
E-mail:  tipsword@wwnet.net 
Vice-Chairman: John Tarantino 
phone:  586-677-0482 
E-mail:  redtandom@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Christine Hamilton 
phone:  586-489-7693 
E-mail:     chbirie@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Chuck Mabley 
phone:  586-727-9874 
E-mail:  charlesmab@comcast.net 
Director:  Rich Platz 
Phone:  586-727-4246 
E-mail:  rbplatz@comcast.net 
Director:  Dave Rumohr 
Phone:  586-468-8781 
E-mail:  dwrumohr@comcast.net  
Director:  Marty Osborne 
Phone:  586-749-6925 

E-mail:  aozzie@yahoo.com  
Newsletter Editor:  Ted Gondert   
356 Third Street, Romeo, MI 48065-4804 
586-752-7043 vcrepair@yahoo.com  
 
Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail meeting 
dates are on 4th Tuesday of month.  
Next meetings: Nov 22 2005, Jan 24 2006 
There is no December meeting but January 24 2006 
meeting is election of board members. No Feb meeting. 
7:00 PM at Camp Rotary activity building 20505 29 Mile 
Rd east of Wolcott Rd.  
 
The Macomb Orchard Trail commission meets there at 
10:30 AM on same days.  
http://www.macomborchardtrail.com  
 
Macomb County Parks & Recreation: 586- 979-7010 
ext 2 to ask or report about the trail. 
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Trail update  
By Ted Gondert 

The Nora H. and Stanley E. Ross Memorial Park pavilion 
next to Macomb Orchard Trail north of West Road in 
Washington Twp dedication and ribbon cutting was on 
October 13 2005. Janice Ross and representatives from the 
Macomb Orchard Trail Commission and Friends of the 
Macomb Orchard Trail and Macomb County Sheriff 
deputies on ATV and bicycle where there along with 
newspapers, local cable TV channel 6 and the public.  
 
Janice Ross donated the money to make the pavilion and 
park in memory of her parents who had a farm in the area 
for many years.  
 
Thank you to the Macomb County Parks and Recreation 
workers and volunteers that installed the brick pavers and 
topsoil next to pavilion and to Mitch Burton enterprises 
from Otisville, MI that built the pavilion.  
Next year landscaping and a permanent restroom facility 
will be added.  
 
Autumn leaves 
The tree’s leaves have changed colors along the Macomb 
Orchard trail. It's a colorful 7 miles paved pathway to ride 
bicycle or roller skate or walk without motor vehicle 
traffic, except at cross roads.  
It goes from Dequindre Rd near 24 Mile Rd in Shelby Twp 
to 29 Mile Rd and Van Dyke Rd in Washington Twp.  
 
It's a good time to get out and enjoy the Macomb Orchard 
Trail if you haven't seen it. It goes by a few shopping 
centers for refreshments. On northeast corner of 29 Mile 
Rd & Van Dyke Rd is Verellen's Orchards & cider and one 
mile north at 30 Mile Rd and Van Dyke is Westview 
Orchards & cidermill. They sell baked goods and fruits, 
etc. and have cider mill and petting zoo. Can use the trail 
to go shopping instead of driving car.  
 
Yates Cider Mill is a mile south of 24 Mile Rd on 
Dequindre Rd where the trail crosses. There is sidewalk 
along part of Dequindre Rd to Avon Rd (23 Mile Rd) 
where Yates water powered cider mill is.  
 
Phase II & III development 
Engineering for the next "phases" or sections of the trail 
north of 29 Mile Rd and Van Dyke Rd to Romeo, Armada 
and Richmond has begun by Wade-Trim engineering.  
Perhaps construction can start on the next sections in 
Spring 2006. Those sections will be crushed gravel but in 
Richmond, MI there will be a few miles of pavement.  
 
The equestrian group toured the trail along with planners 
and engineers to see how horses could be accommodated 
along the trail from Richmond to Armada Twp and Clinton 

River. Some sections will have separate path for horses 
other sections will share the trail.  
 
The trail north of 29 Mile Rd also has some farms and 
orchards along the trail. Occasionally tractors cross the 
trail or go a few hundred feet to get to their fields. Signs 
could be posted to remind trail users to watch out for 
tractors, etc.  
 
The Michigan Department Of Transportation is planning to 
put a pedestrian bridge across M-53 highway in Romeo for 
the Macomb Orchard Trail. Estimated cost is $2,000,000 
and they want to get matching local funds of $200,000.  
 
When completed the Macomb Orchard Trail will be 23 
miles from Richmond to Armada, Romeo, Washington 
Township, Shelby Township to Dequindre Rd south of 24 
Mile Rd. When the trail crosses Dequindre Rd into 
Oakland County, it's named the Clinton River Trail that 
connects to Rochester, Auburn Hills, etc. and to Pontiac. 
Most of the Clinton River Trail has been improved with 
crushed limestone or similar up to Opdyke Rd in Pontiac. 
The trail goes past the Pontiac Silverdome a couple miles.  
 
So now it is possible to ride from Washington Twp to 
Shelby Township and Stony Creek and Bloomer Park in 
Rochester and Rochester, Auburn Hills and Pontiac, all on 
trail. In Rochester, you can connect to the Paint Creek 
Trail that goes to Lake Orion. Then you can get on the 
Polly Ann Trail that goes into Dryden.  
 
For a map of the first section of trail see 
http://www.orchardtrail.org  by the Friends of the MOT.  
 
For official Macomb Orchard Trail Commission website: 
http://www.macomborchardtrail.com  
 
The International Transmission Company that owns the 
high voltage transmission lines near trail did some clear 
cutting under their power lines north of 29 Mile Rd. It did 
take away some of the brush and trees that isolated the trail 
from M53 highway but that is a few hundred yards away.  
 

Hunting safety 

Hunting season starts soon and there might be hunters 
along the trail north of 29 Mile Rd to Romeo, Armada and 
Richmond. Although that section is NOT open, and 
hunting shouldn’t be done ON the trail but it can be used 
for travel to hunting areas. If you are on it you might want 
to wear orange safety vest. There are deer and rabbits, etc. 
along the trail.  
 
Rails-to-Trails rules 
These where tacked on signpost at 24 Mile Rd. 
These are generic Rails to Trails Conservancy trail rules.  
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     Rails-to-Trails rules 
Trail Open ½ hour before sunrise   No smoking 

Trail Closed ½ hour after sunset   Obey all stop signs 

Stay to the right—SINGLE FILE ONLY  Use crosswalks at road crossings 

Signal before passing others   Stay on the trail 

Keep pets leashed and under control  Clean up after pets 

Groups of 20 or more require permit  

For more information contact RTC Mi Field office (517) 485-6022

Ross Memorial Pavilion  South view of bridge near Campground Rd 
October 28 2005. Where “Covered Bridge” will be. 

 

Covered Bridge architectural drawings 
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Friends of Macomb Orchard Trail 

PO BOX 385 
Richmond, MI 48062-0385 

www.orchardtrail.org 
orchardtrail@yahoogroups.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Form 
Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail membership expires in January.  
Please renew now if you have not done so since October of 2004.  
 

One year membership $10, families included 
�  New Member  
�  Renewal 
 
Name:__________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________ 
 
City:___________________________________ 
 
State:_______   Zip code:_______________ 

 
Telephone:______________________________ 
 
E-mail__________________________________ 
 
Additional family members names and e-mail 
 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 

 
Make check payable to and mail to: Friends of the Macomb Orchard Trail, PO BOX 385, Richmond, 
MI 48062-0385. Or bring to membership meeting.  


